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Thank you for taking the time to read our end of the year newsletter. It has become a tradition at YBL to
give you a year-long summary of what is going on in all our cities. Many of you have expressed how much you en-
joy this newsletter, so | hope it is as equally informative as it has been in previous years.

From Wall Street, NY to Main Street, USA ... change and challenges have tested us.

A lot of changes have taken place in 2009. Frank Woodson has moved on to another ministry in Birming-
ham, and William Plott, our former staff Director in Cincinnati, is now planting a church in Madison, Alabama.
Darius Foster, who was with us part-time, is now with us full-time, and we have a new staff Director in Cincinnati
named Gordon Anaple. You’'ll enjoy getting to know them better and hearing their perspectives.

| cannot say it often enough or as strongly as | would like, but | want to thank you for your prayers, support
and love for this ministry. It is a challenging time for everyone in ministry. Your generosity and commitment to
this ministry is so appreciated. | hope you enjoy this season of wonder and remembrance. Let’s trust God to work
mightily in 2010 in our lives, our cities, our Nation and the world.



Phil Reddick

YBL National Ministry Director

What Lies Ahead for YBL

As | look over 2009 and ahead to 2010 our country is at a crossroads. By definition crossroads means we are
at a point where vital decisions must be made. Decisions must be made in our economy, our foreign policy, our
troops returning and our present healthcare. Failure of businesses, lack of lending for development, the
unemployment rate and very little new construction give us alarm. Most people | talked to have survived 2009, but
they are very apprehensive at the amount of work they can generate in 2010. There have been some signs of
recovery which is encouraging, but we wonder silently where this is all going to lead.

YBL, along with many ministries, is at a crossroads as well. We have more opportunities to minister to
people than ever before in our 28 year history. The economy has raised issues such as unemployment or
underemployment, problems in marriage, financial concerns and loss of hope. People in leadership have spent
sleepless nights on how to trim expenses or who to let go. YBL is evaluating everything we do, along with our 5 year
plan to expand to other cities. We are working diligently to make all our cities strong financially, make us strong in
leadership and make our presence known in the community. This comes with the recognition that we must depend
on the Lord.

¢ | know | depend on Him intellectually, but many times | act as if everything depended on me.
¢ | bombard God with my requests, yet fail many times to search out His plan.
¢ | may be working harder, but | am not necessarily working smarter or being effective.

¢ | am seeking to learn from these last fifteen months to stay on my knees longer, because neither | nor
anyone else has all the answers.

¢ | must look to the Source of my fulfillment, joy, strength and comfort.

¢ | believe God has me (and all of us) where He wants me to be: | must trust in Him, learn, grow and
praise His Name.

| hope that at YBL we are listening intently and obediently to the voice of the Lord. We still want to have an
aggressive approach to ministry, yet exercise wisdom and discernment in the process. | know you can identify with
us, but it helps us all to voice it publically. So | covet your prayers. | pray for you. | pray for all our staff, our cities and

| pray for God’s Kingdom and Glory to go throughout the earth. It's a very sobering but exciting time to live.

We look forward to what God has in store for you and for us.

YBL 2009 at a Glance:
10 Banquets
2,000 + Men in Attendance

7 Fundraising Events

293 Men Participated in these Fundraisers




Birmingham, AL

Darius Foster...

Outreach Coordinator

Young Professional Network in Birmingham

Nearly fifty years ago, a wise man by the name of Martin Luther King, Jr. offered one of the most graceful
rebuttals that | have ever heard in response to an attack on his positions toward American culture. He responded
with, “the conscious leader does not make a decision in search for a consensus, but because he thinks that it is just
and right.” Later in the conversation he also stated, “Yes, you could consider me a militant. A militant is someone
who is insistent, persistent and demanding toward a cause.”

Dr. King’s quotes so eloquently summarize the tone of our 2009 year. We, as an organization, through the
grace of God, are becoming stronger as a unit. We are also becoming more conscious of what is needed among our
constituency, as well as having a renewed aggressiveness and fervency toward our mission and purpose.

| consider it a blessing to be a part of what God is doing through all of us here at Young Business Leaders. As
| began this year as a full-time staff member, Phil and | set four major goals: 1) To define, shape and build the YP
Network, 2) To develop a stronger presence in the community, 3) To harmoniously establish a presence on the
college campuses, and 4) To lead the effort of re-designing and re-structuring our website, making it a one-stop-shop
for our ministry.

It has been an awesome beginning for the Young Professional (YP) Network! Ranging from 22 to 38 years of
age, this target audience has definitely increased its presence: as laymen and as members of the Board of Directors.
Also, we have developed a quarterly venue for the YPs called “The Roundtable” Networking Forum. We created this
3-in-1 venue to allow the participants to network, participate in a forum discussion and hear the gospel. The
Roundtable has been a huge success for us this year, and we hope this venue becomes one of the cornerstones of
YBL. Furthermore, we are making efforts to increase our presence in the community. We participated in our first
community service event, partnering with Scott Dawson at Stadium Fest. It was an awesome experience! This has
encouraged us to look more at outreach and mentoring high school boys.

In the Fall two years ago, we began to partner with Samford University’s Brock School of Business in an effort
to reach college students. Each month, the university requests that students attend a convocation at Samford for
course credit; thus far we were able to sponsor and host two of them. This has created a good momentum into
building the same type of relationships with other colleges and universities. The vision for these endeavors is called
YBL College. This will be the tool in which we reach and groom college men before they become young professionals.
Upon graduation, they will automatically become active with the YP Network. Our goal is to officially launch YBL
College late next year.

Now, we have launched our new website! This is a project that we have worked on heavily this year. Our
website is more interactive; it has clearer information and up-to-date with connections to both major business social
utilities: Facebook and Linked-In. We have also
added a blog, calendar and photo gallery. The
goal was to make our website as interactive and
user-friendly as possible.

As we improve all of the above areas,
along with new endeavors, we hope to expand
these plans of action to the other locations of
YBL. We will have developed a multi-generational
mechanism that crosses all cultures and classes.
Wow...now watch how God uses us!

Darius Foster (center) bringing
together Young Professionals.




Huntsville (North) Alabama

Bob Boehner

YBL Huntsville Seeks to Grow Younger

Young Business Leaders was established in Huntsville almost 20 years ago! At that time YBL’s leadership core
and target group had an average age around 30 years old. The ministry is now 20 years older—and so is our leadership
base!

From an outside perspective, YBL looks very successful! Our financial support continues to be strong. In 2009
we sponsored 4 effective events with over 850 men in total attendance; and we also continue to establish healthy small
groups! As a ministry, there is much to be grateful for (and we truly are grateful!). But, as our leadership began to
reflect on one of our core values—to reach “young” men with the Gospel of Jesus Christ—it became apparent that we

were not having the impact with men ages 22-38 that we desire!

Over the years, YBL has been challenged to change the name “Young Business Leaders” to better fit our
constituents. | will never forget the way our Executive Director, Phil Reddick, addressed this issue when he was
challenged with this remark: “YBL may have a constituency of men that involve a wide range of ages, but our ambition
was (and continues to be) to reach young men with the power of the Gospel as it will influence not only their personal
lives but their entire careers, the development of their families, and their longevity for ministry in their churches and
communities!” | have never forgotten his remark—and our Huntsville Board has begun to address this issue as to how

we can re-focus on reaching “young men” (22-38 year olds) with the Gospel.

The Huntsville Board has already launched a team to pool a group of young men. These men will provide
insights and direction to our leadership on how we can be intentional and deliberate in reaching this “younger”
generation for Christ. Our first session with these men was extremely encouraging as we listened to them share their
hearts. The dialogue has just begun here in Huntsville, but we know we are moving in a “God-ward” direction. QOur
heart’s desire continues to be-to reach “young” men with the power of the Gospel—as it will make a “life-long”
difference!

A meeting of YBL Young Professionals. In this case, a Birmingham YBL sponsored “Roundtable” at the Alabama Sports Hall of Fame.




Jackson, Mississippl

Doug Owen

"What is the point?”

“Why am | here? There has got to be more to life than just this." Former NFL player Wallace Francis recalled asking
himself these questions at the height of his NFL career before he became a Christian. As a young man, | too asked myself
these same questions before | started walking with Christ. These kinds of questions gnaw at each of us because there is
no real lasting peace to be found in this life apart from a relationship with Christ. Blaise Pascal (1623-1662) said, “There is
a God shaped vacuum in the heart of every man which cannot be filled by any created thing, but only by God, the Creator,
made known through Jesus.” We may try to fill it with all kinds of things this world has to offer such as money, careers,

fame and accomplishments, but the void is never filled. We keep coming back to "Is this all there is?"

When a person finds that this vacuum is filled by Jesus Christ, then his life begins to take on a new meaning, one
that is able to rest in the peace of God. He finds that his future is secure in Christ, and he also finds that there is more to
this life than just the pleasures of this world. Paul states in Philippians 3:20 that "Our citizenship is in heaven." Jesus said
in Matthew 6:20 that we are to "Lay up treasures in heaven." These truths bring a new perspective to the life of a believer.
We begin to see ourselves as really just visitors in this world; visitors whose home is with Christ in His future kingdom. This
perspective in turn affects our priorities and to what we are called to invest ourselves. The answer to "Why am | here?" now
becomes clearer. We are here to grow in our love of God and to accomplish the work in this life for which He created us
(Eph. 2:10). This is how we lay up treasures in heaven. In so doing, we are moving from success to significance and finding
the peace of Christ that surpasses all earthly understanding.

The mission of YBL in part is to help men understand this perspective. We are trying to help men begin their
relationship with Christ and to find the answer to why they are here. As these men begin to understand these truths, they

begin to live differently, and they begin to influence their world in a like manner. This is how the kingdom of God spreads.

Here is how we do it at YBL. We cast our net with our banquet luncheons and other events. Those who are ready to
find some answers respond to our invitation to go further and join a Bible study. Now the work begins: finding answers to
these questions and finding out who God created them to be. As they begin to understand why they are here, they begin to
make a difference in their world.

At our last banquet with Wallace Francis in September, we had twenty-eight men request information about being
in a Bible study or about a personal relationship with Christ. At our Sporting Clays event in August, we had seven men
request information about being in a Bible study. They want to move forward.

Please pray for our efforts as we follow up with these men and
try to help them find the answers. Thanks to all of you who are
supporting this effort or are involved in making a difference. Your i
participation is significant.

Helping men move forward.
Phil Reddick leads a “Summer Series” meeting. which allows men to stay in-
volved through the Summer months and also serves as an outreach.




Cincinnati, Ohio

Gordon Anaple

Letter from the New City Director

Born and raised in a suburb of Cincinnati, Ohio, | began a personal relationship with Christ through my older
sister and the ministry of Young Life. | grew up completely immersed in athletics and academics. | attended the
University of Dayton where | studied Electrical Engineering and played football. At the University of Cincinnati, | began a
PhD program in Electrical Engineering. | had plans to use the degree to take the gospel to countries closed to
traditional missionary agencies. Furthermore, | was excited to perhaps teach on the college level in order to impact
students for Christ. Instead, | joined the staff of Young Life. | served for 15 years (2 years in Cincinnati, 6 years in
Boston, followed by 7 more in Cincinnati). | have been married to Soraya for 13 years; we have four wonderful
children — Grace (11), Olivia (8), Gordy (6), and Kempter (4).

| am excited to lead the charge of building upon the foundation laid by William Plott for YBL in Greater
Cincinnati. Our vision is simple — introducing men in the market place to Jesus Christ and helping them grow in their
faith. The mission is enormous, so we will pray diligently. Our desire is to be incarnational; that is, as Jesus “became
flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14), we will be intentional about our relationships with unbelievers...endeavoring to
“share not only the gospel, but our lives as well.” (I Thessalonians 2:8) This is a primary challenge. A second challenge
will be leadership development. Jesus’ method was investing in a few (Peter, James, and John) who went on to change
the world. We are excited to do the same.

An exciting development is the formation of our local YBL Board. William assembled a gifted team that helped
to navigate the staff transition. From that team, we have created our Board. We intend to add four more men by
December. This year we anticipate the formation of several new Bible studies, and the continuation of several other
studies; likewise, we will continue our “outreach in an intimate format” (i.e. Panera Bread Community Rooms). This
fall, Roger Hall, PhD., presented a talk on “Resilience” to two different groups. We are thrilled to have Roger as a
resource.

One of our teams at
our YBL sponsored
Golf Tournament.




BREAKING NEWS: DARIUS FOSTER TIES KNOT WITH SE’TARA OZAN

Recommended Reading for the Newly Wed Couple

The Marriage Builder by Dr. Larry Crabb
For Men Only by Shaunti and Jeff Feldhahn
For Women Only by Shaunti and Jeff Feldhahn

Captivating: Unveiling the Mystery of a Woman'’s Soul by Stasi and John Eldredge

I, Isaac, Take Thee, Rebekah: Moving from Romance to Lasting Love by Ravi Zacharias

H*I*S Needs H*E*R Needs ... Building an Affair-Proof Marriage by Willard F. Harley, Jr.

Advice: Listen, Communicate, Listen, Communicate, Listen (Do you see a pattern?)

Rx (Repeat as Needed) “I love you. | was wrong. Please forgive me.”

TheYBL Recommended Reading List - Phil’s Selections

How to Survive the Economic Meltdown: Practical and

Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln

Spiritual Strategies for You and Your Friends by Patrick
Morley — In this short readable book Pat Morley offers
practical and biblical strategies for you in tough
economic times. This book is a must read for anyone
who is involved in a financial crisis.

Made to Stick: Why Some Ideas Survive and Others Die
by Chip Heath and Dan Heath — If you are in the
communication business, and we all are, how do we get
our ideas to stick? | will use this book as a reference
tool for the rest of my life.

When Sinners Say "I Do": Discovering the Power of the
Gospel for Marriage by Dave Harvey - An excellent book
on marriage from a gospel driven perspective. It gives
practical illustrations, but goes back to the Source of
forgiveness, acceptance and change through the
transforming power of Christ living in us.

More Than a Hobby: How a $600 Startup Became
America's Home and Craft Superstore by David Green
and Dean Merrill — This is the success story of Hobby
Lobby by one of this year’s speakers, David Green. This
autobiography demonstrates that Green lives what he
professes.

Orthodoxy by Gilbert K. Chesterton - Chesterton’s one of
the most quoted Christian theologians ever. His wit and
writings are masterful. Most believe this is his best
work, which is Chesterton’s spiritual autobiography.
C. S. Lewis looked to Chesterton as his spiritual father.

by Doris Kearns Goodwin — Goodwin takes an intimate
look at Lincoln’s private life and public actions and how
he forged a team that preserved a nation. All readers
will find something valuable in this Pulitzer Prize winner.

When Grace Comes Home by Terry Johnson — Theology
does matter. From a reformed perspective Johnson
deals with areas of worship, humility, adversity and
outlook. In this book Terry Johnson answers two
guestions. “How does sovereign grace make a
difference in life and how does it make a difference in

my life?

Suffering and the Sovereignty of God General Editors
John Piper and Justin Taylor— One of the chief concerns
of Christianity is how God ordains suffering for our good
and how free will enters into the equation. It is filled
with pastoral wisdom and spiritual counsel. The last
chapter is an article “Hope ... The Best of Things” written
by Joni Eareckson Tada.

Top Dawg: Mark Richt and the Revival of Georgia
Football by Rob Suggs and Put Me In, Coach:
Confessions of a Football Wife by Barbara Dooley — Yes, |
read two books about Georgia football. The first is about
the resurgence of UGA football under Mark Richt. The
second is Barbara’s perspective as a former Coach’s
wife and she is hilarious. You know of the faith of Mark
Richt, yet Barbara shares the importance of Christ in her
life in the last chapter.




—The members of our Boards of Directors—

These men give freely of their time to assure sound direction and good stewardship of all our cities.

Birmingham AL

Ronnie Norris -
Chairman
Terex Utilities

Loring Muir -
Co-Chairman
ProEquities

Andrew Clark
Minutemen Investments

Sam Duffey
Eyster Properties

Vance Fulkerson, Sr.
Fulkerson Development

John LoVoy
Infomedia

George McDougall
JCPenney (Ret)

Don Menendez
White Plume Technologies

Mark Pearson
Proché Capital
Management

Oscar Price Il

Wallace, Jordan, Ratliff
and Brandt

David Splawn
Splawn and Ward

Scott Stewart

Sellers, Richardson, Holman
and West

Huntsville/Decatur AL

Nathan Cox

Sullivan Schein Dental
Products, Inc.

Captain Bob Greenman
U. S. Navy (ret.)

Oliver Harris
AT&T

Dr. Alan Jones, DMD
Orthodontist

David Kimrey
1st Commercial Bank

Jeff Mikatarian
ADS

Dr. Stan O’Donnell, DMD
Dentist

Kirby Parks
The Boeing
Company

Robby Rowan
State Farm Insurance

Jackson MS

Doug McDaniel -
Chairman

McDaniel & Register

Johnny Black
President
The Courthouse

Charles Brooks
Former Division President
First Data Corporation

David Goodwin
CEO
Southern
Telecommunications

David Harris
President
Harris Constructors, Inc.

Joe Nosef
Attorney
Watkins and Eager

Hank Paben
Vice President
First Commercial Bank

Cincinnati OH

Chris Carter
Liberty Mutual

Dick
Fenstermacher
Ford Motor Co. (Ret)

Dave Goodwin
Chubb Insurance

John Maisel
USI Insurance

Tom Monroe
Mergis Group

Marcus Schuelke
GE Aircraft Engines

Main Office
Young Business Leaders
400 Office Park Drive, Suite 220
Birmingham, Alabama 35223

www.ybl.org

Birmingham, AL

Cincinnati, OH

205-776-5450
513-289-2133

256-882-6003
601-978-1848

Huntsville/Decatur
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